
Mr Manu Bhaskaran is an expert on economic and 
political forecasting. He has spent 20 years analyzing 
political and economic trends in Asia, first working for 
the Singapore government in the area of regional 
security and then as Chief Economist and Chief 
Strategist for Asia at SG Investment Bank, the 
international investment-banking arm of Societe 
Generale. In the latter post, Mr Bhaskaran led and 
managed analysis of political and economic variables in 
the region affecting business conditions and financial 
markets in developing Asian countries. He was 
responsible for economic forecasting as well as 
formulating equity investment strategies, thus 
developing a unique insight into the dynamics 
underlying equity markets in Asia as well as a keen 
sense of the drivers of private portfolio and direct 
investment flows into the region.

Mr Bhaskaran is a well-regarded commentator on 
Asian financial and economic affairs, having penned 
columns for the Far Eastern Economic Review and 
continues to have regular columns in business weekly 
such as the Nikkei in Japan. He is a frequent speaker on 
Asian issues at major conferences such as the World 
Economic Forum. In the course of his work, Mr 
Bhaskaran has also developed excellent personal 
contacts with policymakers as well as business leaders 
in Asia.

Mr Bhaskaran has a Masters degree in Public 
Administration from the John F Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University and a Bachelors 
degree in economics from Cambridge University. In 
addition to these, he is also qualified as a Chartered 
Financial Analyst

Today, Mr Bhaskaran holds various appointments. He 
is concurrently the CEO of Centennial Asia Advisors, 
as well as the Head of the Economic Practice with 
Centennial Group Inc. He is also an Adjunct Senior 
Research Fellow at the Institute of Policy Studies.

About the Economic Society of Singapore (ESS)

Established in 1956, the primary objective of the ESS is 
to raise public awareness, stimulate public interest and 
debate, in economic issues.

ESS Luncheon Discussion Seminar Series 2006

Currently in its third year running, the ESS Luncheon 
Discussion/ Seminar Series aims to encourage 
discussions of economics and policy-making issues 
amongst the PMEBs (Professionals, Managers, 
Executives and Businessmen).

Covering issues ranging from Singapore’s public 
policies to examining the global economic landscape, 
previous ESS Luncheon Discussion guest speakers 
includes:

 Dr K.S. Jomo 
(Founder, International Development 
Economics Associates, IDEAs)

 Mr Khaw Boon Wan 
(Minister for Health)

 Professor Ronald Mckinnon 
(Stanford University, USA)

 Mr Ngiam Tong Dow 
(Chairman, HDB Corporation)

 Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam 
(Minister for Education)

 Professor Jack L. Knetsch
(Professor Emeritus, Simon Fraser University)

For more information on the ESS and its other events, 
please visit www.ess.org.sg 
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“Asian Economic Outlook”

Update on the outlook for Asian economies in the 
context of growing worries about high oil prices, a 
slowing US economy and other risks within the 
region. We will argue that the global environment 
is likely to turn more hostile for Asian economies 
but that the latter are likely to prove more resilient 
to external shocks compare to recent global 
downturns. 

Program

11:40 am Registration

12:00 pm Lunch

12:45 pm Welcome Remark by 
Chairperson

12:50 pm Luncheon Presentation by 
Mr Manu Bhaskaran

1:15 pm Q & A Session

2:00 pm Closing Remarks

Venue

MAS Theatrette
Monetary Authority of Singapore
Level 16, MAS Building
10 Shenton Way
Singapore 079117

*Security clearance is required. Please bring 
along Photo ID to exchange for security pass at 
Lobby area.

*Admission fee is chargeable at 
  S$10 per person (Lunch will be provided)

To register for this Talk, kindly fax completed 
Form to 6229-9328 by 20th July 2006.

For reservations and enquires, kindly contact:

Jalyne Chan (Ms.)
Business Manager

DID: (65) 6773-2913
Fax: (65) 6229-9328

Email: esocsing@magix.com.sg 
Website: www.ess.org.sg 

All Cheques should be crossed and made payable 
to the “Economic Society of Singapore” and 
addressed to:-

The Honorary Treasurer
Economic Society of Singapore
c/o Department of Economics

National University of Singapore
1 Arts Link

Singapore 117570

Registration Form

Please indicate:
  Number of Attendees;
  Please send me an ESS Membership Form

Name

Salutation (Dr/ Mr/ Ms/ Mdm/ Prof)

Designation

Organization/ Institution

Address

Email

Phone

Secretary’s Contact

Signature & Date

Method of Payment

Cheque Number

Cheque Amount

Please kindly reply by 20th July 2006

Seats are available on a first-come-first-served 
basis

*Admission fee is chargeable at S$10 per person
(Lunch will be provided)


