
ANDREW BURNS is a Lead Economist with the 
Development Prospects Group.  He is the main author 
of this year’s Global Economic Prospects and has been 
a principal contributor to past editions of this 
publication and its sister publication Global 
Development Finance.  Before joining the World Bank, 
Mr. Burns worked with the OECD where he was Head 
of Desk for the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and 
France. His principal responsibilities included 
supervising and writing the OECD’s Economic Surveys 
for these countries.  He also played a lead role in the 
OECD’s Jobs Study, supervising the evaluation of labor 
market policies in each of the organization’s 30 
member countries.  Mr. Burns holds degrees from the 
University of Manitoba and McGill University in 
Canada.

HANS TIMMER, a Dutch National, is Lead 
Economist and Manager of the Global Trends team in 
the Bank’s Development Prospects Group.  Under his 
management, the Global Trends Team is responsible 
for authoring “Chapter One – Global Outlook and the 
Developing Countries” of this year’s Global Economic 
Prospects and the Developing Countries.  He is also 
responsible for short-term monitoring, medium-term 
forecasting and policy analysis and long-term scenario 
analysis of the global economy.

Before joining the Bank in May 2000, he was head of 
international economic analysis at Central Planning 
Bureau (CPB) for ten years.  In this role, he supervised 
the development of two world models: a long-term 
model of the world economy, and an econometric 
medium-term model of OECD economies.  He has had 
vast experience working with the European 
Commission, IPCC and the OECD, as well as with the 
Indian Planning Commission and the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences.  

He has participated in international modeling groups 
like LINK and GTAP. Mr. Timmer studied 
Econometrics at Erasmus University Rotterdam.  He 
has been a researcher at the University of Lodz in 
Poland and at the Netherlands Economic Institute.

About the Economic Society of Singapore (ESS)

Established in 1956, the primary objective of the ESS is 
to raise public awareness, stimulate public interest and 
debate, in economic issues.

ESS Luncheon Discussion Seminar Series 2008

Currently in its fifth year running, the ESS Luncheon 
Discussion/ Seminar Series aims to encourage 
discussions of economics and policy-making issues 
amongst the PMEBs (Professionals, Managers, 
Executives and Businessmen).

Covering issues ranging from Singapore’s public 
policies to examining the global economic landscape, 
previous ESS Luncheon Discussion guest speakers 
includes:

 Dr. K.S. Jomo 
(Founder, International Development 
Economics Associates, IDEAs)

 Mr. Khaw Boon Wan 
(Minister for Health)

 Professor Ronald Mckinnon 
(Stanford University, USA)

 Mr. Ngiam Tong Dow 
(Chairman, HDB Corporation)

 Mr. Tharman Shanmugaratnam 
(Minister for Education)

 Professor Jack L. Knetsch
(Professor Emeritus, Simon Fraser University)

For more information on the ESS and its other events, 
please visit www.ess.org.sg 
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“2008 Global Economic Prospects Report”

Global Economic Prospects (GEP) Report 
explores the short, medium, and long-term outlook 
for the global economy and the implications for 
developing countries and poverty reduction.  Each 
year the report focuses on the long-term analysis 
of issues that are central to development and 
poverty reduction, including the East Asian Crisis 
and its impact on developing countries, trade, 
regionalism and migration and remittances.

Program

1:30 pm Registration

2:00 pm Welcome Remarks by Chairperson 
Dr. Khor Hoe Ee
President, ESS

2:10 pm “2008 Global Economic Prospects”
Mr. Andrew Burns
Lead Economist
Development Prospects Group

Mr. Hans Timmer
Lead Economist, 
Manager Global Trends, 
Development Prospects Group

2:40 pm Q&A Session

3:20 pm Closing Remarks

Venue

Conference Room 28A
Monetary Authority of Singapore
MAS Building, Level 28
10 Shenton Way
Singapore 079117

*Security clearance is required. Please bring 
along Photo ID to exchange for security pass at 
Lobby area.

ADMISSION IS FREE!

As there are limited seats available, kindly RSVP 
by 07 Jan 2008 to avoid disappointment. 

Completed form should be emailed to 
<jalynechan@gmail.com>

You will receive a confirmation of your 
registration by 08 Jan 2008.

For reservations and enquires, kindly contact:

Ms. Jalyne Chan 
Business Manager

DID: (65) 6773-2913
Fax: (65) 6229-9328

Email: jalynechan@gmail.com
Website: www.ess.org.sg 

Registration Form

Please indicate:
ESS Member (Please proceed to Section A);
ESS Non-Member (Please proceed to Section B)

Section A:
Name:

Organization/ 
Institution:
Email:

Date:

Section B:
Name:

Salutation: (Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. / Prof. / Dr.)

Organization/ 
Institution:
Designation:

Preferred Mailing 
Address:
(Home/ Office)
Email:

Office Tel:

Mobile:

Fax Number:

Secretary’s 
Contact:
Signature 
& Date:

Please kindly reply by 07 Jan 2008

Seats are available on a first-come-first-served 
basis

ADMISSION IS FREE!


